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World Oceans Day 2021: Focus on 

Unexploited Potential 

The ocean holds a lot of promise for Kenya 

with a potential to generate at least Ksh50 

billion annually from the sale of fish, yet 

only 10 per cent of that potential is 

exploited. 

Speaking during the World Oceans Day 

held in Kwale county on June 8th, Kenya 

Marine and Fisheries Research Institute 

(KMFRI) Director-General Prof James 

Njiru confirmed that local fishermen 

conduct offshore fishing, harvesting a 

paltry 23,000-26,00 metric tonnes of fish 

annually. 

The stock analysis of fish conducted by 

KMFRI shows that if we invest in deep-sea 

fishing, Kenya can generate around 

100,000-150,00 metric tonnes. Currently,  

the local fishers cannot fish from the deep 

sea due to a lack of technical capacity and 

infrastructural capabilities. 

 

KMFRI Director General/CEO Prof James Njiru addressing the 

media in Kwale County during the World Oceans Day 2021 

As part of mitigation efforts, the 

government of Kenya has allocated funds 

to upgrade fisheries facilities to increase 

fish production.  

“Food security, which is part of the Big 4 

Agenda of the government, will be easily 

achieved if we invest in deep-sea fishing. 

We can get a lot more from the ocean 

which covers around 42 per cent of the 

earth surface in Kenya as opposed to land-
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based farming activities which have 

reached optimum levels,” added Prof Njiru. 

Mr Mohamed Masudi, a fisherman based 

in Kwale county lamented that there has 

been a steady decline in fish biomass and 

appealed to the government to support the 

fishers acquire vessels that can facilitate 

deep-sea fishing, a point that was echoed 

by another local fisher Ms Umi Hamza. 

 

Mr Mohamed Masudi, a fisherman based in Kwale county during 

World Oceans Day 2021 

Data from Food and Agriculture 

Organization (FAO) shows that Kenya sits 

within the rich tuna belt of the West Indian 

Ocean where about 25% of the world’s 

tuna is harvested. 

Fishermen are also grappling with the 

challenges of tides and the monsoon 

weather pattern that impact their daily 

catch.   

Human activities such as the discharge of 

waste into the ocean and plastic pollution 

have seen a decline in fish stocks, a move 

that the DG says cause climate change 

consequently affecting all marine life. 

KMFRI has also been at the forefront of the 

restoration of marine ecosystems. The 

Institute has partnered with coastal 

communities to restore corals, mangroves 

and seagrass which are key habitats for 

the regeneration of fish stocks. 

To mitigate the challenges of dwindling fish 

catch, KMFRI has been working with the 

locals to help them set up fish cages and 

the researchers have also trained them on 

the management of cage culture. 
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KMFRI Research Scientist Ms Gladys 

Mwaka, said that caged fish help 

supplement the catch, and in addition, help 

the fishers save the time they spend 

looking for fish. 

 

KMFRI Research Scientist Ms Gladys Mwaka explains how cage 
system works in Kwale county during World Oceans Day 2021 

“We conducted a visibility study for the fish 

cages. We have constructed cages at 

Dabaso in Kilifi county and South Coast, 

Kwale county. Fish production has 

increased as a result and livelihoods have 

been improved,” said Ms Mwaka. 

 

This year’s World Ocean Day celebrations 

came at a time the world is combating the 

Covid-19 pandemic which has devastated 

many sectors among them fishery. 

 

KMFRI MoU with KSU Grants 

Researchers Tuition Waiver 

BY PAUL KIMANZI 

Kenya Marine and Fisheries Research 

Institute (KMFRI) has signed a historic 

Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) 

with Kisii University (KSU) that is set to 

greatly benefit KMFRI researchers. 

 

KMFRI Director General Prof James Njiru (center) with KSU 
officials after the signing of the MoU at Mombasa headquarters on 
June 6, 2021. With him is Senior Research Scientist Dr Jaqueline 

Uku (right) 
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The institute had signed the first MoU with 

KSU in July 2017, but recently, the parties 

agreed to amend the document and 

incorporate other areas of mutual interest.  

 

Under the new arrangement that was 

signed on June 14, 2021, KMFRI staff who 

will want to pursue studies at the university 

will be granted a tuition waiver at the rate 

of 65% and 75% for male and female 

respectively. The waiver will be limited to a 

maximum of five students per academic 

year. 

 

The courses whose tuition will be waived 

are in the areas of Fisheries, Aquaculture 

and other programmes in the School of 

Agriculture and Natural Sciences training 

programmes. 

 

KMFRI Director General Prof James Njiru 

who spearheaded the amendments on 

behalf of the institute commended the 

agreement saying that the MoU was the 

most progressive noting that it will benefit 

the Institute's staff. 

Under the initial arrangement, the clause 

that allowed KMFRI staff to engage in part-

time teaching at KSU has now been 

amended to include adjunct professorship. 

 

KMFRI Director General Prof James Njiru (center) with KSU 
officials during the signing of the MoU at Mombasa headquarters 
on June 6, 2021. 

During this collaboration, the document 

reads that there will be an exchange of 

staff and mutual visits which may happen 

in the short terms and long terms, for 

teaching, research, technology transfer 

and outreach or any other mutually 

beneficial activity. 

 

That article was amended to include 

sabbaticals, adjunct professorship, 
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postdoctoral fellowships, research 

fellowships, teaching appointments and 

student supervision. 

 

 

Kisii University officials during a discussion with KMFRI on the 
amendment of the MoU between the two institutions on June 14, 
2021 

As a Center of Excellence in innovative 

research in marine, fisheries for Blue 

Economy Development, KMFRI has been 

collaborating with other like-minded 

organizations especially learning 

institutions and research organizations to 

synergise efforts, stimulate scientific 

cooperation and strengthen research, with 

the endgame being to provide high-quality 

service to stakeholders. 

 

 

KMFRI Marks Africa Public Service Day 

2021, with Call for Healthy Oceans  

 BY PAUL KIMANZI 

Kenya Marine and Fisheries Research 

Institute (KMFRI) joined other public 

organizations across Africa to 

commemorate the Africa Public Service 

Day 2021 with a call for healthy oceans. 

The institute used the opportunity to collect 

litter along Mkomani Beach, in an event 

that drew participants from the staff, interns 

and attaches. 

 

KMFRI staff and interns during commemoration of the Africa Public 
Service Day along Mkomani Beach on June 23, 2021. 

KMFRI Research Scientist Ms Linet 

Kiteresi who spearheaded the exercise on 

June 23, said her team collected different 
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trash ranging from plastics, metals, woods, 

bottle fragments and face masks, which 

she said affect the marine ecosystem and 

reduce the aesthetic value of the ocean. 

 

KMFRI Research Scientist Ms Veronica Wanjeri displaying 
facemasks she collected along Mkomani Beach during the Africa 

Public Service Day on June 23, 2021 

“We need to sensitize the public about the 

importance of this day. We are witnessing 

similar trash along the beaches as we do 

every time we come for a clean-up, 

implying a lack of behavioural change on 

the part of the public despite previous 

sensitizations on safeguarding marine 

environments,” said Ms Kiteresi. 

At the county level, she recommended bins 

to be placed at strategic areas along the 

streets to help reduce trash and called for 

the adoption of 3R; Reducing, Reusing and 

Recycle. 

 

Ms Linet Kiteresi (center) and Ms Veronica Wanjeri during the 
interview with the writer. 

The trash collected was sorted out to 

understand the type of litter and the origin 

and the outcome was documented to 

inform policy formulations. 

 

Participants sorting out trash collected along Mkomani Beach 
during Africa Public Service Day on June 23, 2021 


